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SUBJECT: TALK WITH KING HUSSEIN - MAURITANIA 

1. IN THE COURSE OF CONVERSATION WITH KING DECEMBER 28 
HE RAISED SUBJECT OF MAURITANIA. HE NOTED HE HAD JUST 
FINISHED SPEAKING WITH MAURITANIAN MINISTER OF INFORMATION 
MR. AHMAD WOLD TOLBEH WHO HAD BROUGHT HIM A LETTER THANKING 
JORDAN FOR ITS SUPPORT. KING SAID MAURITANIAN MINISTER 

HAD TOLD HIM OF ACTIVE FIGHTING ON WHAT KING UNDERSTOOD 
WAS MAURITANIAN TERRITORY BETWEEN MAURITANIAN FORCES AND 
POLISARA FRONT SUPPORTED BY ALGERIANS. ALGERIANS HAD ALSO SENT 
HOME MAURITANIAN UNIVERSITY STUDENTS. 

2. KING SAID HE HAD TOLD MAURITANIAN MINISTER HE 
WOULD TRY TO FIND PLACES IN JORDAN UNIVERSITY FOR 
MAURITANIAN STUDENTS. AS FOR MAURITANIAN FORCES, HE 
WOULD BE PREPARED TO OFFER TRAINING IN JORDAN AND 
ADVISORS TO ASSIST. HE SAID HE HAD THE IMPRESSION 
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THAT MAURITANIAN MILITARY WAS WEAK AND BADLY OUTNUMBERED. 
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3. AS FOR MATERIEL ASSISTANCE TO MARUITANIAN MILITARY, 

KING HAD RECOMMENDED THAT MAURITANIANS SEEK SAUDI 
SUPPORT TO PURCHASE EQUIPMENT WHICH MAURITANIA 
NEEDED DIRECTLY FROM THE US OR OTHER FRIENDLY SUPPLIERS. 

HE ASKED IF WE WOULD BE IN A POSITION TO EXPEDITE 
DELIVERIES. HE SAID UPON REFLECTION HE DID NOT WANT 
TO GET INTO A POSITION OF PROVIDING EQUIPMENT FROM 
JORDANIAN STOCKS AND LATER SEEKING REPLACEMENT FROM 
THE US WITH SAUDI FINANCING. 

4. 1 TOLD KING THAT AS HE ALREADY KNEW WE MUST BE IN- 
FORMED IN ADVANCE OF ANY TRANSFER OF EQUIPMENT OF US 
ORIGIN HE WAS CONTEMPLATING AHD THAT HIS SUGGESTIONS 
OF A DIRECT MAURITANIAN APPROACH TO THE SAUDIS SEEMED BEST TO 
ME. I TOLD HIM FURTHER THAT I DID NOT KNOW WHETHER 
MAURITANIANS QUALIFY FOR OFFER FOR FMS PURCHASES FROM 
THE UNITED STATES OR FOR LICENSES FOR COMMERCIAL EX- 
PORTS, BUT WOULD TRY TO FIND OUT FOR HIM. 

5. ACTION REQUESTED: INFORMATION ON MAURITANIAN 
ELIGIBILITY FOR FMS AND COMMERCIAL PURCHASES OF 
ARMAMENTS FROM THE UNITED STATES FOR KING HUSSEIN. 
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